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Cigarette and alcohol taxes could help relieve the 
burn to Western’s budget from an anticipated shortfall.
Gov. Steve Beshear signed legislation last week that 
raises the cigarette tax to 60 cents and puts a 6 percent 
sales tax on alcohol, said Jill Midkiff, spokeswoman for 
the governor.
Money from the taxes could help soften the impending 
blow to higher education budgets because of a projected 
$456 million state budget shortfall.
Cigarette prices will go up 30 cents and the new 
alcohol tax will start on April 1, Midkiff said.
The cigarette tax will generate about $38.8 million 
and the alcohol tax will generate about $10.1 million in 
fiscal year 2009, which ends June 30, Midkiff said. 
Beshear backed a 70-cent cigarette tax increase to 
combat the projected shortfall.
Richardsville freshman Shayna 
Peters said she probably couldn’t afford 
college without the help of Pell Grants. 
“I don’t do loans,” Peters said. 
Pell Grants, a form of need-based 
financial aid, will receive a boost from 
the federal stimulus bill passed last 
week.
The Federal Work-Study program 
also gets more money. 
But other financial aid increases 
included in different versions of the 
bill from the House of Representatives 
and the Senate were left out of a 
compromise.
Both houses of Congress passed the 
compromise bill on Feb. 13, according 
to the Library of Congress Web site.
President Barack Obama is expected 
to sign the bill today in Denver, according 
to the New York Times Web site.
A conference committee, made up of 
both House and Senate members, made 
compromises on the separate versions 
of the bill last week, said Scott Lasley, 
associate political science professor.
Faculty concerns have opened up a 
new chapter for textbook legislation.
Rep. Carl Rollins, D-Midway, plans 
to revise his textbook bill, which will 
address concerns of Western faculty 
members, said 
Robbin Taylor, 
vice president for 
public affairs, in 
an e-mail.
U n i v e r s i t y 
representat ives 
will meet with 
Rollins Thursday 
to address their 
concerns with 




bill, House Bill 
226, requires universities set deadlines 
for faculty to adopt textbooks and 
post the ISBNs and retail prices for all 
textbooks.
Each university should establish 
penalties for faculty who don’t meet the 
deadlines or provide financial help for 
students affected by late notifications, 
states the bill. 
The bill also requires that publishers 
selling college textbooks make bundled 





spur revision of 
textbook bill
S e e  T E X T B O O K ,  p a g e  2
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faculty to adopt 
textbooks and 
post the ISBNs 
and retail prices 
for all textbooks.
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Amount expected to be 
generated by the cigarette 
tax in fiscal year 2009.
Amount expected to be 
generated by the alcohol
tax in fiscal year 2009.
New tax on a pack of cigarettes. 
The tax increased 30 cents.
New tax on alcohol.
SCALES GOT 
SKILLS
Nappy Roots member scores on and 
off the court. PAGE 7
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Bundled materials are textbooks that 
come with things such as CDs, study 
guides and internet codes, University 
Bookstore director Shawna Cawthorn 
said. 
Faculty members couldn’t adopt 
bundled textbooks unless the packages 
could be unbundled, according to the 
bill.
Rollins agreed to remove penalties 
for faculty and encourage universities to 
adopt such policies rather than require 
them, Taylor said in the e-mail. 
Numerous calls to Rollins’ home and 
office were unreturned at press time.
The University Senate passed a 
resolution about the bill this week to 
present to President Gary Ransdell and 
the Council on Postsecondary Education, 
Faculty Regent Patricia Minter said.
The resolution is a statement of 
the faculty’s objection to the textbook 
bill, said Minter, an associate history 
professor.
 Minter said the bill makes faculty 
look bad.
“It vilified a group that certainly 
doesn’t deserve vilifying,” she said.
The bill needs to be rewritten to 
minimize room for 
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g , 
Cawthorn said. 
The bill mentions 
penalties, but doesn’t 
describe what they 
would be, she said. 





members don’t know 
they’re going to teach a class until three 
weeks before the class starts, she said. 
They wouldn’t be able to meet a deadline 
three months before that.
Rep. Tim Moore, R-Elizabethtown, is 
one of the sponsors for the bill. 
He said the bill requires universities 
to be more transparent with the cost of 
textbooks.
Moore said House and Senate members 
believe rising higher education costs don’t 
match up with the rate of inflation.
 The Student Government Association 
passed a bill supporting 
HB 226 on Feb. 10.
SGA’s bill provided 
money to set up a booth 
in Downing University 
Center where workers 
would talk to students 
about contacting their 
legislators in support of 
the bill. 
The SGA bill was 
supposed to go into effect 
from Feb. 17 through 19, 
but has been put on hold for further 
research, said Bowling Green freshman 
Kat Johns, SGA academic affairs 
committee head.
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TODAY 17 TOMORROW  18
u Amazing Tones of Joy Bible Study, 7 p.m., 
DUC 226
u Americans for Informed Democracy, 9 p.m., 
DUC 226
u Army Info Table, 10 a.m., DUC lobby
u Crimson and Creme, 10 a.m., DUC lobby
u Disney Info table, 11 a.m., DUC lobby
u DLI Phase I, 5 p.m. DUC 349
u Miss Black Western Practice, 8 p.m., DUC 
340
u Observations from Inside the Classroom, 3 
p.m., DUC 340
u Relaxation Session, noon, Garrett 100
u Revolution 91.7 2009, 5 p.m., DUC 308
u Rip the Runway, 8 p.m., DUC 224
u Tutor Outreach-Learning Center, noon, DUC 
lobby




Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. Solution, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com
2
Reports
uMorgan Willis, Pearce-Ford Tower, reported on Feb. 15 
that her black Gateway laptop was stolen from her room. The 
value of the theft was $2,500.
uAshley Dickey, PFT, reported on Feb. 15 that her Dell 
laptop, $350 in cash and her bank card were stolen from her 
room. The value of the theft was $2,850.
uChelsea DeLoach, Rodes-Harlin Hall, reported on Feb. 15 
that her black Trek bicycle was stolen from in front of The Bate 
Shop. The value of the theft was $400.
uEric Bristol, PFT, reported on Feb. 13 that the front 
driver’s side window was broken out of his 1998 Pontiac Grand 
Am. The value of the damage was $150.
uChristopher Page, McCormack Hall, reported on Feb. 12 
that his Nike shoes and iPod were stolen from the back seat of 
his 2008 Pontiac G5 parked in the Adams Street lot. The value 
of the theft was $375.
Crime reportst
THURSDAY 19 FRIDAY 20
u Alpha Gamma Hearts WKU, 10 a.m., DUC 
lobby 
u BCM 180 Worship Service, 8:30 p.m., GH 
235
u Crimson and Creme, 10 a.m., DUC lobby 
u Cultural Enhancement Series: Richard 
Norton Smith: Our Lincoln, 7:30 p.m., Capitol 
Arts Center Theatre
u Disciples of Christ, 7 p.m., DUC 341
u Diversity: Management & Workplace 
Relationships, 1 p.m., DUC 226
u DLI Phase I, 5 p.m., DUC 349
u Film Course, 2:45 p.m., MMTH 166
u First Planetarium Spring Show, 7 p.m., 
Hardin Planetarium 
u Miss Black Western Info, 8 p.m., DUC 349
u Pagan Student Union 2009, 6:30 p.m., DUC 
308
u Queen of Hearts Pageant, 6 p.m., DUC 224
u Bowling Green Western Symphony 
Orchestra Concert - Hilltop Virtuosi, 7:30 p.m., 
First Baptist Church
u Healthy Cooking Demo, 11:30 a.m., Cupola 
Room
u Anime Club, 7 p.m., MMTH 236
u Black Student Alliance, 5 p.m., MMTH 166
u Collegiate 4H, 8 p.m., DUC 341
u Crimson and Creme, 10 a.m., DUC lobby
u DLI Phase I, 5 p.m., DUC 349
u Violin/Viola Studio recital, 7:30 p.m., fine 
arts center recital hall
u Crimson and Creme, 10 a.m., DUC lobby
u Gamer’s Guild - Terrarium Tabletop Game, 
5 p.m., DUC 310A
u Modern Languages Workshop, 8 a.m., 
Faculty House
u Quiz Bowl, 8 a.m., various DUC locations
u REDZ 2009, 7 p.m., DUC lanes
The calendar runs every Tuesday. Send your event 











C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
Luke shaRRett/heRaLd
London junior eddie Walden searches the textbook stack for a customer at the campus bookstore. 
“It vilified a group 
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Rachel Reetzke’s aunt died 
of breast cancer when she was 
in seventh grade.
The Franklin junior and 
her family drove to Louisville 
every weekend to spend time 
with her until she passed 
away.
Reetzke joined Western’s 
Relay For Life chapter in 
November of 2007 to try and 
have an impact on a larger 
scale, she said in an e-mail.
Relay For Life is sponsoring 
a Click For A Cure campaign 
today and Wednesday from 
noon to 8 p.m. in the Cupola 
Room, located behind Red 
Zone, said Marilee Forrest, 
development representative for 
the American Cancer Society. 
Students can send e-mails 
asking for donations to help 
fight cancer, she said.
Every 10 e-mails sent can be 
counted toward one community 
service hour, Forrest said.
If a student sends 50 e-mails 
they’ll have the chance to win 
a free trip to Cancun, she said.
Laptops will be provided 
in the Cupola Room for 
fundraising use, Forrest said.
Relay For Life will provide 
a sample e-mail for students to 
use, she said.
Bowling Green senior 
Molly Donnelly is co-chair 
of Western’s Relay For Life 
chapter.
She said she encourages 
students to personalize their 
e-mails with their own pictures 
and stories about how they 
have been affected by cancer.
“A lot of people want to 
contribute but don’t know 
how,” Donnelly said.
Reetzke is the online 
chairman for the Mid-South 
Division of Relay For Life. 
She said she’s sharing Click 
For A Cure and other online 
fundraising strategies with 22 
universities and seven high 
schools in five states.
Her short-term goal is to 
raise $75,000, she said in the 
e-mail.
“I hope to help other 
schools adapt and implement 
the structure that I used at 
WKU and use the positive 
energy of RFL to continue 
bringing in money for cancer 
research,” Reetzke said in the 
e-mail.
An Internet campaign 
seemed to fit because students 
have access to so many 
different kinds of technology, 
Forrest said.
“It’s right up their alley,” 
she said.
Western’s Relay For Life 
race will take place April 3 at 
Smith Stadium, according to 
Relay For Life’s Web site.




The student regent special election is in two 
weeks, but Western’s Student Government 
Association doesn’t have a chief justice.
Former Chief Justice Lisa Kappler resigned 
on Feb. 12.
The chief justice oversees the judicial council, 
which establishes the timeline for special elections, 
according to the SGA constitution. 
President Kayla Shelton said it’s important 
to have the position filled as soon as possible 
because the special election for student regent 
will be Feb. 24 and 25.
The president appoints the chief justice 
from the five members of the judicial council 
with approval by a majority vote in the senate, 
according to the SGA constitution.
The chief justice appointee has to have been an 
elected member or an appointed officer in SGA 
for a year, or  they may be given an exemption by 
the senate, according to the SGA constitution. 
Shelton said she isn’t planning on appointing 
a current member of the judicial council to the 
position because none of them meet the one-year 
participation requirement.
Executive Vice President Skylar Jordan said 
former SGA presidents have dealt with similar 
situations by appointing a non-judicial member 
with the requirements to the judicial council and 
then appointing them as chief justice.
Kappler said in an e-mail she’s confident that 
Shelton will pick the right person to replace her 
as chief justice.
She resigned because she needs more time 
to focus on school and prepare for her life after 
graduation, Kappler said in an e-mail.
 Kappler said in the e-mail that she didn’t 
resign because of the judicial council’s vote to 
have a special election.
Kappler voted against having the regent 
election on Feb. 10. The judicial council’s final 
vote was two to one in favor of a special election 
for student regent.
She’s kept friendly relations with the members 
of SGA, and those relationships didn’t influence 
her resignation, she said in the e-mail.
“SGA is a great organization and there are 
great people doing amazing work,” she said in the 
e-mail. “They are being very supportive during 
this time.”
Vine Grove senior Corey Bewley, an associate 
justice on the judicial council, said in an e-mail 
that he regrets that Kappler had to resign.
“She was a hardworking member of the 
Judicial Council, but I wish her the best,” he said 
in the e-mail.




C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
Pell grants got about $17 
billion from the compromise, 
according to the National 
Association of Student Financial 
Aid Administrators’ Web site. 
The increase will take the 
maximum award up to $5,350 in 
2009-10 and $5,550 in 2010-11.
More than 6,000 Western 
students got Pell Grants in the 
2008-09 school year, said Cindy 
Burnette, director of student 
financial assistance.
Students receive different 
amounts of grant money 
depending on how much their 
families are expected to contribute 
to college costs, she said.
The work-study program, 
which is need-based, gives 
Western money to pay students 
working on campus and in the 
community, Burnette said.
The bill grants $200 million 
for the work-study program, 
according to the financial aid 
administrators’ Web site. The 
House’s version provided $490 
million for the program.
About 600 Western students 
got federal money from the 
program this year, Burnette said.
Louisville sophomore Andre 
Goldwair said his parents don’t 
make enough to pay for his 
college education. He gets 
money from Pell Grants and the 
work-study program.
President Gary Ransdell said 
removing financial obstacles 
helps more students get 
degrees.
He said more money to 
financial aid helps stimulate the 
economy by putting more talent 
in the workforce.
While legislators increased 
funding to some financial aid 
resources, other increases in the 
House and Senate versions of 
the bill didn’t end up in the 
compromise.
Changes to Stafford and 
Perkins loans weren’t included 
in the compromise, according to 
the financial aid administrators’ 
Web site.
The House’s stimulus bill 
increased the loan limit of 
unsubsidized Stafford loans by 
$2,000, according to the Web 
site.
Students don’t have to pay 
the interest on unsubsidized 
Stafford loans while in college, 
Burnette said.
Perkins loans are need-based 
loans with low interest rates, 
she said.
The Senate’s version 
included $61 million for 
Perkins loans, but the 
compromise didn’t include any 
additional money for the loans, 
according to the financial aid 
administrators’ Web site.
Reporter Josh Moore 
contributed to this story.
StimuluS
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The opinions expressed 
in this newspaper 
DO NOT reflect those of 
Western’s employees 
or of its administration.
The Herald encourages 
readers to write letters 
and commentaries 
on topics of public 
interest.  Here are a few 
guidelines:
 
1. Letters should not exceed 
250 words, and commen-
taries should be 700-800 
words.
2. Originality counts. Please 
don’t submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters and 
commentaries MUST include 
your name, phone number, 
home town and classification 
or title.
4. Letters may not run in 
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the 
right to edit all letters for 
style, grammar, length and 
clarity.  The Herald does NOT 
print libelous submissions.
POLLPEOPLE






















Q: What do you think 
Western’s smoking 
policy should be?
The issue: The University of Kentucky will 
become a smoke-free campus in November, 
and the decision could inspire other 
universities to adopt a similar smoking ban.
Our view: Western needs to make 
sure it’s fully enforcing the current 
smoking policy before it considers 
making campus a smoke-free zone.
There’s an old saying that gets bandied 
around quite often when a significant change is 
being considered: “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.”
In Western’s case, we have no idea 
whether the system we have is broken or not.
The university implemented its 
new smoking policy in July 2006 
ahead of a state bill that required 
universities to adopt their own policy.
Western’s policy created about 30 
smoking zones around campus and 
required that at least one “no smoking” 
sign be placed at every building entrance.
Since the push to implement the new 
policy and deal with the initial wave of 
problems, it seems the university has forgotten 
about enforcing its smoking regulations.
It’s almost expected for people to smoke in 
non-smoking areas, and the signs prohibiting 
such behavior might as well be invisible for 
all the consideration that smokers give them.
Part of the problem is the placement of 
ashtrays too close to building entrances.
While it’s good that Western provides 
smokers with a place to deposit their cigarettes 
before entering buildings, valuing their 
convenience over the health of non-smokers 
and the implementation of their own policy 
sends mixed signals to all those involved.
Regardless of ashtray locations, 
the real problem stems from a complete 
lack of enforcement on the part of the 
university when it comes to this policy.
When students take two steps outside of a 
building and nonchalantly light up a cigarette, 
it becomes obvious that they perceive 
a lack of consequences for such action.
To use another cliché, Western’s smoking 
policy appears to be an “empty threat.”
At this stage, it wouldn’t be feasible to 
implement a smoking ban on campus when 
such a move would require stricter enforcement 
and more cooperation from smokers.
Assuming Western could step up 
enforcement of its current policy, a 
more reasonable first step might be to 
create new smoking areas in low-traffic 
areas of campus away from buildings. 
A clear punishment for violators 
combined with the relocation of smoking 
zones would allow the university to 
decide if further action was necessary.
But for now, it would be best for 
Western officials to focus on addressing 
issues such as the state budget crisis, as 
opposed to following UK’s example 
in regard to becoming smoke-free.
This editorial represents the majority opin-
ion of the Herald’s 10-member editorial 
board.
EDITORIAL
Western officials should reevaluate current smoking policy




I definitely think 
that Western needs to 
start thinking of some 
alternatives for the parking 
situation. 
With all the construction 
going on, more and more 
parking spaces are being 
eliminated. Spending 
hours and hours circling 
the parking garage is 
getting old for commuters. 
Because of the lack of 
parking spaces on campus, 
students who commute 
have to allow extra time in 
their schedule for finding a 
parking spot. 
It’s the school’s 
responsibility to provide 
sufficient parking for 
students and faculty. If 
students purchase a parking 
permit, there should be 
enough parking spaces for 
all of the parking permits 
issued. The faculty and 
staff are also feeling the 
drought of the parking 
spaces. 
With the construction of 
the new education building, 
almost half of the parking 
spaces in the Mimosa lot 
have been eliminated. 
This is causing the faculty 
and staff members to find 
alternative parking. They 
resort to parking in the 
Park Street lot and taking 
up more commuter parking 
spaces. 
Yes, I think all of 
the construction of new 
buildings will make Western 
a better campus as a whole, 
but I think they need to look 
at the parking issue and start 






ways to fix parking 
situation
Parking has always been 
a disaster to deal with at 
Western. Students that live 
both on and off campus 
struggle to find a parking 
spot every day. When 
students are forced to park 
far away, this poses serious 
time and safety issues. 
Faculty and staff also 
have the same struggles 
even if they have the 
premium parking tags. 
The parking situation on 
campus has recently gotten 
worse. 
Because of construction 
near Mass Media and 
Technology Hall, almost 
100 spots were permanently 
lost in the Mimosa lot. To 
try to make up for the lost 
faculty and staff spots, 
22 housing spots were 
converted to non-premium 
faculty spots in Parking 
Structure 1. According 
to the Feb. 10 article in 
the Herald, Western is 
working on some projects 
this summer that will 
make parking easier for 
everyone. 
These projects that WKU 
Parking & Transportation 
will be working on will 
be beneficial, but adding 
200 spaces and resurfacing 
parking lots isn’t going to 
come close to solving the 
campus parking problems. 
Western needs to 
adequately use the room 
around the campus that is 
available. If there is room 
for new buildings and 
“green space,” then 
there is room for another 
parking lot or structure. 
I believe Western should 
buy some of the houses that 
run along Normal Street, 
just like they did in 2007 
and make that land either 
parking lots or structures. 
This would allow for tons 




A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
Smoking ban
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                                 Must Purchase 3 Pizzas    Offer Expires 6-30-08
Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut locations. Not valid in
combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Carryout or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area. 
Delivery charge may apply.
Must Purchase 3 Pizzas . ffer Expires 12/30/09
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Students now have an expanded selection 
at the University Bookstore location at South 
Campus.
The bookstore was renovated and 
expanded along with the dining services on 
South Campus, said Bryan Russell, director 
of planning, design and construction.
The ribbon-cutting for the newly 
renovated bookstore is 10 a.m. Thursday, 
Bookstore Director Shawna Cawthorn 
said.
The ceremony will include an appearance 
by Big Red, Bookstore Marketing Associate 
Lacey Jackson said.
The $600,000 project was ready when 
classes started in January, Russell said.
A growing student population at South 
Campus created the need for the bookstore’s 
expansion, Cawthorn said.
The old space was too small to hold all of 
the textbooks students needed, she said.
Bookstore employees would sometimes 
have to ask students to come back the next 
day while their books were shipped from the 
main campus location, Cawthorn said.
The expanded store has space for all the 
textbooks students might need, she said.
The bookstore moved into classroom 
space on South Campus last semester during 
the renovation, Store Associate Fred Nallia 
said.
“We provided just the bare essentials 
during that time, and now we have a much 
bigger selection,” he said.
The expanded store has a better selection 
of textbooks as well as school supplies, 
backpacks and apparel, Cawthorn said.
Nallia said students have responded well 
to the renovation.
“The students seem to be really pleased 
with our new store,” he said.
Jackson said the extra space allows the 
bookstore to do more for students.
“We are a service to the students, and now 




 He asked state agencies, 
including state universities and 
city governments, to show how 
they’d cut 4 percent from their 
budgets.
After seeing the proposals, 
Beshear proposed a 2 percent 
cut to higher education to 
help pay for the projected 
shortfall.
Without the creation of new 
revenue, Western could’ve 
had a budget cut as high as 
6.7 percent, President Gary 
Ransdell said. 
A 6.7 percent cut would’ve 
shaved off about $5 million 
from Western’s budget. A 2 
percent cut would take about 
$1.6 million from the budget, 
he said.
“I believe our response 
outlining the impact of such 
a drastic cut helped convince 
legislators to approve those 
taxes,” Ransdell said.
Universities will still get 
budget cuts, but they should 
be about 2 percent, Ransdell 
said. 
Rep. Johnny Bell, 
D-Glasgow, said he voted for 
the tax increases, but didn’t 
support them. 
Legislators faced the decision to 
cut services or increase taxes, he 
said.
“You knew that you had 
to do it to continue certain 
services across the state,” Bell 
said.
Rep. C.B. Embry, 
R-Morgantown, said he didn’t 
vote for the tax increases.
Embry said legislators 
shouldn’t increase taxes in 
an economic climate where 
people are losing their jobs and 
homes.
“I think it’s almost cruel 
and close to mean-hearted to 
add to their many problems 
by raising their taxes,” he 
said.
Despite the new revenue, 
Western officials may cut the 
budget by 3 or 4 percent and 
redirect that money to faculty 
and staff salaries and benefits, 
Ransdell said.
Any tuition increases 
wouldn’t create significant 
money to give to faculty and 
staff salaries, he said.
A tuition increase next 
year could be about 4 percent 
to cover the inflation rate, 
Ransdell said. The inflation 
rate covers fixed cost 
increases, such as rising 
utility costs.
Ransdell said he’s unsure 
how much the faculty and 
staff salary increase could be.
“It’ll be modest,” he said. 
“It’ll be very modest.”
Tax
Luke Sharrett/heraLd
South Campus Bookstore Manager Cherry Tarter shares a laugh with fellow employees 
while restocking merchandise. tarter has been working for the bookstore for 35 years and is preparing 
for the grand opening of the newly renovated South Campus location on thursday. “We have a good 
time out here,” tarter said. “I like working with the kids. You get to know them more so than at the main 
campus because you see some of them everyday.”
Ribbon-cutting ceremony planned for 
South Campus Bookstore opening
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
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2008-2009 FACULTY AWARDS 
 
 
Faculty Award for Teaching 
Faculty Award for Research/Creativity 
Faculty Award for Public Service 
Faculty Award for Student Advisement 
 
Nominations for WKU full-time faculty members are now being accepted for the 2008-2009 college and university-wide Faculty 
Awards. The areas of University Libraries and Information Technology may jointly select two awardees: one for 
research/creativity and one for public service. The Bowling Green Community College may select three awardees: one for 
teaching, one for public service, and one for student advisement. Each of the other colleges - the College of Education and 
Behavioral Sciences, College of Health and Human Services, Gordon Ford College of Business, Ogden College of Science and 
Engineering, and Potter College of Arts & Letters - may select four awardees: one for teaching, one for research/creativity, one for 
public service, and one for student advisement. Only full-time faculty members are eligible for these awards, and each nomination 
must be for a single individual (joint or team nominations are not accepted). 
 
Nominations may be made using the form below or completing the nomination form available in the Office of the Provost and 
Vice President for Academic Affairs or the Academic Deans and Departmental offices.  The deadline for submitting applications 
is Friday, February 20, 2009.  The College winners of each award will be considered for the University-wide awards, and one 
overall winner in each category will be chosen. The WKU Alumni Association makes a cash award to each recipient of the 
university-wide awards and the university provides an engraved silver bowl to each.  The award winners are recognized annually 
at an appropriate ceremony. 
 
I hereby nominate           from the Department of 
 
           for the: 
 
 Teaching Award      Public Service Award  
      
 Research/Creativity Award      Student Advisement Award  
 
Nominee’s Address               
 
Phone Number        E-mail Address          
 
In support of the nomination, I would like to add the following comments:         
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
Your Name                
 
Address        City, State, Zip Code        
 
Department      Phone Number   E-mail Address       
 
___Faculty    ___Staff      ___Alumnus   ___Student  ___Other 
 
Please return form to: FACULTY AWARDS 
Office of the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Western Kentucky University, WAB 239 
1906 College Heights Blvd. 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 
 
Deadline:  Friday, February 20, 2009 
$1.00 Slice of Pizza
$1.00 16 oz Soft Drink
Student Appreciation Day
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Western was the eye for the 
storm last Wednesday.
The Kentucky Mesonet sys-
tem played a key role in record-
ing and alerting residents about 
high wind speeds on Feb. 11.
Western is the Mesonet col-
lection center.
The Mesonet system 
is a group of 20 sites across 
Kentucky that monitor climate 
and meteorological conditions, 
said Mike Grogan, lead sys-
tems architect for the Kentucky 
Mesonet system.
Sites are still being construct-
ed, Grogan said. The ultimate 
goal is to have 100 sites. 
The National Weather 
Service used the data provided 
by the Mesonet sites to alert the 
public about weather conditions 
last Wednesday, according to a 
Western press release.
Wind speeds are measured 
by directly placing sensors 
in the air to collect the data, 
Grogan said. 
The sites recorded winds of 
50 mph or faster in 17 out of 20 
locations, he said. 
Most of the speeds were 
around 58 mph, which is con-
sidered “severe winds,” Grogan 
said.
Seven counties registered 
speeds higher than 60 mph. The 
highest winds were recorded 
in Rowan County at 67 mph, 
according to the Kentucky 
Mesonet Web site.
The wind speeds in Bowling 
Green reached 54.5 mph, 
according to the Web site.
“We were in constant com-
munication with the National 
Weather Service about the 
severe winds,” Grogan said. 
“With the Mesonet system, we 
were able to pinpoint exactly 
where the severe winds were 
occurring.”
Grogan said being able to find 
the spots where the wind speeds 
are the highest is one of the main 
benefits of the Mesonet system. 
“Every part of a weather 
situation is critical,” he said. 
“Winds are harder to detect 
using a Doppler system, so 
in a situation like we had last 
Wednesday, we would not have 
been able to get the data we had 
without the Mesonet system,” 
Grogan said. 
The Mesonet system has 
both a research and an opera-
tional role, he said. 
The research role is important 
because the Kentucky Climate 
Center is trying to establish a 
long-term climate record for the 
state of Kentucky, Grogan said. 
The information that’s col-
lected for these records would 
be used for case studies and by 
meteorologists, he said.
The operational role is impor-
tant because it’s used to release 
information and data to media 
outlets to alert people about 
severe weather, Grogan said. 
States such as Oklahoma, 
Texas and Delaware also have 
Mesonet systems, he said.




Students with ideas to make 
Western greener could end up 
with some green of their own.
The Innovation in 
Sustainability Endowment is 
sponsoring a contest for stu-
dents who have ideas to make 
Western more sustainable, said 
Seth Cude, a Western gradu-
ate and Bowling Green resident 
who is working with the endow-
ment this semester.
The contest started Monday 
and runs until March 31, he 
said.
Students or teams of students 
can win a total of $1,000 for 
their efforts, Cude said.
The first place winner will 
receive $500, according to a 
Western press release. Second 
place will get $300 and third 
and fourth place winners will 
each get $100.
The winners will be 
announced within two to four 
weeks of the deadline, Biology 
Project Specialist Ouida Meier 
said.
The prize money comes 
from the interest earned from 
the sustainability endowment 
fund, Meier said.
The fund was created last fall 
with $40,000 Western won in 
the Chase Go Green Contest. 
The state’s Bucks for Brains 
endowment match program will 
give Western $40,000 for a total 
of $80,000 in the sustainabil-
ity endowment, said Cude, who 
helped get the matching grant.
The goal of the contest is to 
get students more involved in 
being sustainable by generating 
creative ideas, Cude said.
Meier said students are in a 
great position to think of ideas 
because they are in the build-
ings around campus every day.
“This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for students to come up 
with things they think would 
really make a difference at 
WKU,” she said.
Western officials would like 
to act on many of the ideas gen-
erated by the contest, but that 
requires finding other funding, 
Meier said.
Expensive ideas will be given 
to the Sustainability Committee, 
who could try to find funds for 
the projects, Cude said.
He said less costly ideas will 
be made public and interested 
groups will be encouraged to 
adopt them.
Students’ ideas should be as 
specific and related to Western 
as possible, Cude said.
“The more they tailor it to 
WKU, the more likely they are 
to win,” Cude said.
Proposals should detail how 
the idea would be implemented 
at Western, including a budget, 
Meier said.
Greentoppers President 
Patrick Stewart said the con-
test will help get more students 
involved by giving them moti-
vation to come up with ideas.
“The more people we get 
involved, the more likely it’s 
going to happen,” he said of 
Western’s sustainability efforts.
Contest entries must be 
submitted via e-mail to ouida.
meier@wku.edu, according to 
the press release.






Western students take home 
Hearst awards
Two Western photojournal-
ism students won Hearst jour-
nalism awards last week.
Bryan Anselm, a junior from 
Carmel, Ind., placed fourth in 
the news and sports photogra-
phy category, according to a 
Western press release.
He won $750, according to 
the press release. 
Anselm qualified for the 
semifinal round of the contest, 
which will be judged in June, 
according to the press release.
Bowling Green senior 
Thomas Simonetti placed fifth 
and won $600, according to the 
press release. 
The School of Journalism 
and Broadcasting won amounts 
matching the students’ awards, 
according to the press release.
Hearst awards are sometimes 
known as the Pulitzer Prizes of 
college journalism, according to 
the press release.
Western is first so far in the 
Intercollegiate Photojournalism 
Competition. The final winners 
will be announced in April, 
according to the press release. 
The photojournalism pro-
gram has won the competition 
16 times in the last 19 years, 
according to the press release.
Energy conference planned 
in DC
Power Shift ‘09 will take 
place Feb. 27 through March 2 
in Washington D.C., according to 
a press release from the Energy 
Action Coalition.
The conference will be an 
opportunity for people to lobby 
congressional representatives to 
pass laws about climate and ener-
gy, such as legislation that reduc-
es carbon emissions and creates 
energy-efficient jobs, according 
to the press release.
The conference will include 
seminars, panels and workshops 
with speakers such as Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, according to the 
press release. 
There will be musical per-
formances by The Roots and 
Santigold, briefings on related leg-
islation and training on activism, 
according to the press release. 
The event will end with a rally 
on Capitol Hill, according to the 
press release.
For more information go to 
powershift09.org.
—Christina Howerton
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3315 Louisville Rd  270-782-7777
February Blowouts
WED NIGHT: 
Lindsey Lea & Dana 
Acoustic Set 6PM
WED NIGHT MENS POOL 7PM
12.$ 00
Friday and Saturday Feb. 20-21
7pm - 10pm
N I N E  H O R S E  J O H N S O N
Fr i d a y  a n d  S a t u r d a y  Fe b.  2 0 - 2 1
Must be 21 years old to enter
ALL YOU CAREBLOWOUT!
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If it weren’t for basketball, 
Atlantic Records wouldn’t 
have signed him. His group’s 
album “Watermelon, Chicken 
and Gritz” wouldn’t have gone 
multi-platinum as the biggest-
selling hip-hop album of 2002. 
He wouldn’t have played a rally 
for the first black presidential 
nominee so 





go out and do 
something to 
make me regret 
this.”
If Melvin 
Adams Jr., or 
Fish Scales, to 
those who know 
him for his part 




to Western on 
a basketball 
s c h o l a r s h i p , 
he wouldn’t 
have met the other members 
of Nappy Roots and might 
be strolling the walkways of 
Frank Scott State Prison as 
a correctional officer like his 
father and brother.
“Daddy was a playground 
legend in the projects for 
basketball,” Scales said.
He shot hoops with his father 
on their dirt court throughout 
his youth but said he started 
rapping when he was in third 
grade.
“I would be writing lyrics 
instead of taking notes, and the 
teacher could tell sometimes 
‘cause I’d be bobbing my 
head,” he said.
His parents often discovered 
lyrics on little scraps of 
wadded-up paper but didn’t 
realize that he was serious 
about music. He left home 
to be a power center for the 
Hilltoppers when he was 19. 
His father believed he would 
make it in basketball.
“He was a force to be 
reckoned with,” Melvin Adams 
Sr. said. 
His son had been playing 
with him and the older and 
bigger men in the neighborhood 
his whole life 
until Scales 
outgrew his 
father by nearly 
a foot.
When he left 
his hometown, 
Milledgeville, 
Ga., he had 





said his mother, 
Edna Adams. 
“He was known 
for dunking. 
He didn’t do 
no simplified 
dunking — 
he’d put a show 
on.”
No one, including his best-
friend Rayvon Farris who 
roomed with Scales and also 
played power center, foresaw 
that he would quit the team 
to pursue music. Not until he 
showed up with a letter to the 
team explaining why he was 
leaving.
“I was shocked,” Farris 
said. “But I didn’t want to be 
selfish on his dreams.”
Before Scales read the letter 
to his teammates, he showed it 
to his parents.
“When he told us, there 
were tears in his eyes,” Edna 
said. “He didn’t want to leave 
his team.”
Even so, Scales saw that 
he’d come to a fork in his 
road. He put the ball down and 
picked up the microphone. But 
in his letter to his teammates, 
he promised to keep the team 
in his heart.
He left the team and 
Western altogether in 1998, 
with the release of the group’s 
first album. Since then, Nappy 
Roots has produced two more 
records, started their own 
record label and was nominated 
for awards including MTV, 
American Music Awards, 
the Grammys and Soul Train 
Awards.
He said he wants to tour 
forever. He loves the life and 
the money he counts at the end 
of the night. 
And he still loves the 
team.
“I’m like the hub now to 
keep the team together,” he 
said. “When I’m traveling 
from place to place, I’ll check 
in on this old teammate or 
that one. Then I can bring that 
to the next guy I visit. That 




Nappy Roots member scores on and off court
BEYOND THE HILL
Scott Mcintyre/Herald
Fish Scales, of Nappy Roots,  drank and talked to fans in the V.i.P 
room of the Brewing company when the group came to town to 
promote nappy roots day. 
“i’m like the hub now 
to keep the team 
together. When i’m 
traveling from place 
to place, i’ll check in 
on this old teammate 
or that one. then i 
can bring that to the 
next guy i visit. that 
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CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK
Richard Norton Smith, 
nationally recognized 
authority on the American 
presidency, discusses 
Abraham Lincoln, the 
president against whom 






Admission is free and the public is welcome.
For more information, call 270-745-5204.
2008-2009 Cultural Enhancement Series
Richard Norton Smith :
Our Lincoln
Puzzle expert looks to future outside Ky.
WHAT’S YOUR STORY?
The dorm room door opens 
to a small replica of Gandalf 
from Lord of the Rings that 
ominously forewarns, “You 
shall not pass!” Darth Vader 
looks on from a corner. 
“People look at me and think 
I’m a scary dude,” said Hazard, 
Ky., sophomore Jacob Turner.
Long black locks drape his 
shoulders, and size 13 shoes adorn 
his feet. He chose the hairstyle 
in emulation of the Lord of the 
Rings character Aragorn, and it 
requires washing twice a day.
Twice daily showers are a 
luxury he gained just four years 
ago when Hazard acquired a 
city water system. 
“We used to collect rainwater 
in whiskey bottles and boil it 
before bathing,” Turner said of 
his childhood home amidst the 
eastern Kentucky strip mines. 
His initial major, chemical 
engineering, was spurred by 
the realities of living in the 
coal mining culture and by two 
summers spent building houses 
with Habitat for Humanity. 
“The explosions make 
things fall off the shelves,” he 
said. “One of these days, my 
house is just going to fall into 
the crack it’s resting on.”
Relinquishing the desire to be 
a chemical engineer, an ambition 
spawned by the movie “Flubber,” 
Turner took a civil engineering 
internship last summer.
“I was basically number 
chugging,” he said. “That is 
before I knew that math would 
rock my life.” 
Turner, an expert of puzzles, 
can solve the Rubik’s cube in 
less than a minute. 
A self-proclaimed nerd, he 
switched his major to math and 
claimed minors in philosophy 
and computer science, despite 
owning a computer for the first 
time in his life just this year. 
With four full-ride scholarship 
options, Turner chose to travel 
the four-hour distance to Western 
and rarely visits home. 
“I love my family,” he said. 
“The problem is that they’re in 
eastern Kentucky.”
Out of 300 students in his high 
school class, only 100 graduated, 
and about 50 went to college. He 
credits his family for motivating 
him but has no plans to return to 
his roots after graduation.  
“I want to leave the state, 
travel all over the world … 
never really settle,” he said. 
With plans to go to Germany, 
Turner will leave the country 
for the first time this summer.
By the time he applies to 
graduate schools, he must be 
a proficient reader of German 
in order to transcribe math 
journals.
Bookshelves and archaic 
publications engulf the walls 
of his Hazard home. 
Growing up, education was 
instilled by his mother, an MD, 
and father, who has a double 
master’s degree, one in library 
science. 
In 4th grade, his parents 
made him play an instrument. 
He chose the saxophone, 
which was a catalyst to new 
instruments including the oboe, 
piano and recorder. 
“Music is my hobby,” he 
said. “I love it, but I feel like if 
I made it my job, I would lose 
passion for it.” 
Behind the music notes, 
equations and long hair is a 
philosopher trying to figure out 
how to live his life by dabbling 
in seemingly contradictory 
interests. 
“They keep me thinking 
and provide unintentional 




C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  s p o r t s  f r o n t
“With that you had to 
read the selection criteria and 
understand how these teams 
got put in,” Basham said. “Even 
some TV analysts and most 
fans — they look at things 
on Selection Sunday, and they 
just go nuts when their team 
just doesn’t get in. It’s not 
these guys in a room with 
branded cigars saying ‘I think 
Louisville is a three (seed). 
What do you think?’ And then 
another saying ‘Yeah, that 
sounds pretty good.’”
Basham has multiple features 
on his website, among them 
a current bracket, conference 
breakdowns and the lock-box, 
which looks at teams that are 
locks for the tournament as 
well as those that may be on 
the inside or the outside of the 
so-called “bubble.”
Basham said he also 
works closely with tempo-
free statistics, a formula that 
measures a team’s offensive 
and defensive efficiency.
“I love talking about what 
everyone talks about — offense 
and defense and who won the 
game and if the refs sucked 
or not,” Basham said. “But 
when it comes down to it, what 
really does it for me is figuring 
out by looking objectively 
and figuring out what they’ve 
accomplished.”
Basham has color-coded 
Microsoft Excel worksheets, 
conferences are assigned a color 
and then he puts together the 
bracket each week. He often 
does his work after his child and 
wife have gone to bed, pulling 
out his Ratings Percentage 
Index worksheets and working 
to create a bracket.
“Enjoying the tournament 
is great — the bracket pools, 
watching the Sweet Sixteen and 
the Final Fours and following 
the Cinderellas — that’s all 
great,” Basham said. “What I’m 
interested in is how that bracket 
gets out — what sets the table.”
Basham said there’s one 
thing that drives him to keep 
his Web site maintained and 
brackets updated.
 “I want to understand what 
happens on Selection Sunday.”
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  s p o r t s  f r o n t
No matter who played, 
containing Troy guard Brandon 
Hazzard seemed to be an 
exercise in futility. Hazzard 
scored a game-high 35 points 
in 33 minutes,  going 10-for-14 
from the field, including 6-for-8 
from three-point range.
Troy guard Michael Vogler 
also had a full game for the 
Trojans. He played all 40 
minutes, dishing out a game-
high 11 assists to go along with 
nine points and six rebounds.
The loss drops Western 
into second place in the Sun 
Belt East Division standings, 
a full game behind Troy. The 
Toppers have four games left 
in the regular season, playing 
Arkansas-Little Rock, Florida 
International, Florida Atlantic 
and Middle Tennessee State. 
Western owns a 3-1 record 
this season against those teams, 
who combine for a .480 winning 
percentage. 
Troy has three games 
remaining against Florida 
International, Louisiana-
Lafayette and South Alabama. 
The Trojans beat FIU and South 
Alabama earlier this season.
McDonald is confident the 
Toppers can recover. 
“We bounce back great,” 
McDonald told the Daily News. 
“We’re not going to pout. We’re 
going to move forward and look 
at it as a great opportunity.”
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  s p o r t s  f r o n t
One thing that is of major 
concern is the fact that Western 
will have to swim against teams 
from the MAC (Midwestern 
Athletic Conference) for points. 
This is what swimmers say hurt 
their chances for the title last 
year.
“The format hasn’t changed 
and that is the situation we’ve 
been dealt,” Marchionda 
said. “We can’t control the 
conference’s decision to include 
the MAC schools. What we are 
going to do is not worry about it 
and worry about ourselves and 
what we’re doing. Hopefully 
that will be enough to have a 
successful meet at the end of 
the year.”
Scoring has changed to score 
the top 24 finishers instead of 
scoring to the top 16, according 
to Marchionda.
The Toppers and Lady 
Toppers will be in action in 
Nashville starting Wednesday 
and will conclude on Saturday 






Hazard sophomore Jacob Turner stands with his recent christmas present, a life size cutout of darth Vader, from the Star Wars 
movie series and a figurine of gandalf from the lord of the rings movie series. 
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CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK
TIKI BAR
Dancing Day & Night • DJs
Free Spring Break Model Search
Calendar (1st 1,000 reservations)800-488-8828
BEACH RESORT
Panama City Beach, FLSpring Break
www.SandpiperBeacon.com
3.72x2.0 SpringBreak09.qxd  1/14/09  2:15 PM  Page 1
A SUMMER JOB AT KENTUCKY 4-H CAMPS: 
Positions are available as Camp Manager; EMT; 
lifeguards; and instructors for swimming, canoeing, nature, 
recreation, rifl e, archery and high and low ropes. 
Internships are available. Watch for our job postings on 
Top Jobs website at Career Services. Deadline for 
application is March 6th. For more information, visit our 
website at: www.kentucky4h.org/camp and apply on line at 
UK Jobs. We will be on campus March 4th for interviews.
University of Kentucky
College of Agriculture 
For the second consecutive 
weekend the Lady Toppers (5-2), 
a trip to the southern part of the 
country meant a successful return.
Western competed in the 
Auburn Invitational Tournament 
and came home with a 9-1 win 
against Furman, a 5-3 loss to 
Auburn in extra innings and 
a 13-0 win against Eastern 
Kentucky.  
Junior utility-player Lindsay 
Antone led the way against 
Furman, as she had 3 hits and 3 
runs batted in.
“With it being the second 
weekend, all the nerves were out, 
and I felt really good going into 
the tournament,” Antone said.
Senior pitcher Jennifer 
Kempf (2-1) pitched five 
innings, only allowing one run.
Kempf said she still has a 
long way to go, and her pitch 
still needs to move a little more 
and have better location.
The loss against Auburn 
(9-1) was tough, as coach Tyra 
Perry said her team actually 
outplayed Auburn.
“We showed a lot of hustle, 
a lot of heart but just didn’t 
finish,” she said.
Western junior utility-player 
Kelsey McCauley scored in extra 
innings, but that was followed in 
the next half-inning by Auburn’s 
Elizabeth Eisterhold, who hit a 
three-run homer to win it in the 
eigth inning for Auburn.
Antone took the loss into 
perspective, saying how it will 
help them for future games.
“It’s really exciting 
competing against the top teams 
in the country,” she said. “When 
we compete with teams like that, 
that means in our conference 
we can beat the FIUs, beat the 
Lafayettes and be the best team 
in the conference.”
Senior pitcher Ryan Rogge 
pitched a one-hitter in the 
13-0 win against Eastern. 
Senior second baseman Terri 
Ellingsworth, junior catcher 
Rachelle Boucher and Antone 
each had two RBIs in the game.
“They checked each pitch 
and looked for something they 
can drive,” said Perry. “We’ve 
got a lot of people throughout 
the lineup getting hits.
Kempf said the team’s recent 
success will help out a lot as it 
travels to Stanford this weekend 
for its next tournament.
“We get pumped up from the 
wins we get, and we are hitting 
real well right now,” she said. 
“We are getting more confident 
knowing we can put the runs 
together and get big hits.”
MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com
Knocking on the door of the 
Sun Belt Conference indoor 
championships, Western’s track 
team took part in a three-way 
split over the weekend to fine-
tune for a strong finish.
Junior Janet Jesang set an 
NCAA automatic standard in the 
5,000-meter run at the Husky 
Classic in Seattle, marking the 
fifth best time in the country.
“It’s an outstanding feat by 
an outstanding talent,” head 
coach Erik Jenkins said. “She 
was running essentially against 
an Olympian.”
Jesang’s 16-minutes, 4.78- 
second run rewrote Western 
and Sun Belt Conference 
record books and  automatically 
qualified her for nationals.
Also looking to qualify for 
nationals, the men’s 4x400 relay 
team set another fast time at 
Grand Valley State last Saturday. 
Joining relay-standard junior 
Terrill McCombs were seniors 
Alexander Larin, Romaine 
McKay and Steve Wilson.
The group clocked in at 
3:11.3, good enough for runner-
up honors at the meet and third 
all-time at Western.
“We have individuals that 
can run very fast, but we have 
to be at the point where we can 
put a cohesive unit together,” 
Jenkins said.
Part of finding a good 
combination was the addition 
of senior Romaine McKay to 
the relay squad. McKay was 
injured last fall and made his 
return at Grand Valley.
“I was very excited,” McKay 
said of his return. “I saw the 
team hadn’t run the times they 
were capable of and I thought I 
would be a good asset.”
Freshman Sharika Smith 
leapt 19-feet 6-inches to win 
the women’s long jump, and 
men’s senior Mandhla Mgijima 
jumped a personal-best and 
winning 24-5.50 to complete a 
Western sweep. 
Senior Alecia Brown won 
the invitational section of the 
400-meters with a time of 55.73 
and freshman Monique Harris 
was the top collegiate finisher 
in the 55-meters at MTSU.
The Lady Toppers also 
swept the top three spots of 
the 200-meters. Senior Valerie 
Brown crossed the line first 
in 24.29, followed closely 
by teammates junior Miaie 
Williams and Smith.
Freshman Hendrik Themas 
tied the school’s indoor pole 
vault record with a 15-7 and 
junior Brian Soverns threw 
59-feet, 8.25-inches to set a new 
Western record for the second 
week in a row.
The men’s and women’s 
tracks teams take next weekend 
off before heading to Jonesboro, 





Lady tops look to rebound against UALRLady Tops have another 
successful weekend




When the Lady Toppers 
play Arkansas-Little Rock 
Wednesday, the chances 
of a missed shot not being 
rebounded and hitting the floor 
are slim to none. 
 On Wednesday, the second-
best offensive rebounding 
team, Western(14-10, 8-6 Sun 
Belt), will battle for the boards 
against the best defensive 
rebounding team, UALR(14-
10, 8-6 Sun Belt).
Western’s ability to control 
the boards on the offensive 
side of the court will also help 
prevent UALR’s defense, the 
ninth-ranked scoring defense 
in the NCAA, from getting 
more chances to score.
The Lady Toppers might 
have a slight advantage over 
the Trojans.
Sophomore forward Arnika 
Brown is the fourth leading 
rebounder in the NCAA as well 
as the top rebounder in the Sun 
Belt Conference.
But Western might have 
to control the boards without 
Brown, as she is coming off an 
ankle sprain.
Before the Lady Toppers 
lost to UALR on Jan. 3 this 
season, they were 17-0 against 
the Trojans.
In their previous meeting, 
UALR forced 13 Western 
turnovers, a persistent problem 
the Lady Toppers have had 
trouble with lately as they 
turned the ball over 48 times in 
their last two losses.  
There have been a few 
“firsts” for the Lady Toppers 
this season, but not all of them 
have been good.
Western’s loss last Saturday 
also marked the first time the 
Lady Toppers haven’t been on 
the winning end of a game 
against Troy (12-13, 7-8 Sun 
Belt).
The Lady Toppers gave up 
the ball to Troy 23 times on 
Valentine’s Day in a 57-60 
loss. 
“We had 23 turnovers, and 
(Troy) didn’t really press us 
at all,” coach Mary Taylor 
Cowles said on her radio show 
on Monday night. “And we 
didn’t see switching defenses 
... and our focus just simply 
wasn’t there.”
Western trailed the Trojans 
by 12 points with 3:12 left in 
the game, but the Lady Toppers 
weren’t ready to quit yet.
After a 12-0 run, eight of 
which came from sophomore 
guard Hope Brown, Western 
was back in the game.
“The thing that’s also a 
little frustrating,” Cowles said, 
“and I think our young ladies 
feel this frustration as well, is 
that we just all of the sudden 
developed a different attitude, 
and we were going to win the 
basketball game. That’s the 
attitude we took on after we 
got 12 down.”
If the Lady Toppers could 
have started the game with that 
same mentality, they might not 
have been in that situation to 
begin with, Cowles said. 
Western had the game tied 
57-57 with 25 seconds left in 
the second half when Brown 
hit her free throw after hitting 
a layup.
With only 12 seconds left 
in the game, the Lady Toppers 
still had a chance to send the 
game into overtime with Troy 
leading 57-60, after hitting 
three free throws. 
The ball ended up in the 
hands of sophomore guard 
Amy McNear, who has been 
the savior of Western and their 
late-game heroics.
But the Trojan’s three points 
and a McNear miss would be 
enough to end the game.
Junior guard Kenzie Rich 
scored a team-high 24 points 
on her way to being the 31st 




“The thing that’s also a 
little frustrating ... is that 
we just all of the sudden 
developed a different 
attitude, and we were 
going to win the basket-
ball game.”
— Mary Taylor Cowles
 Coach
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SPORTS BRIEFS
ANTONE REcEivES AccOLADES
After batting a team-best .637 in three games this 
past weekend at the Auburn University Tiger Invitational, 
junior softball player Lindsay Antone was named the co-
Sun Belt Conference Player of the Week. Antone had 
11 hits and scored five runs this past weekend. On the 
season, Antone is batting a team-leading .480.
UPcOMiNG GAMES
Feb. 18: Men’s Tennis at Austin Peay
Feb. 18: Women’s basketball at Arkansas Little-Rock
Feb. 19: Sun Belt Swimming Championships at Nashville
Feb. 19: Men’s basketball at Arkansas-Little Rock
Feb. 20: Baseball vs. Toledo
Feb. 21: Softball vs. Sacarmento State at Stanford, Calif.
Having all five players 
scoring in double figures in a 
game can be a deceiving statistic.
When this happened earlier 
this season in Western’s 73-68 
victory against Louisiana-
Lafayette, it was a testament to 
the Toppers’ solid defense and 
passing.
That wasn’t the case Saturday 
night at Troy.
This time, all five starters 
scored in double figures, due in 
large part to Western’s almost 
non-existent use of reserves, 
which were outscored 25-0 in 
bench points in their 87-82 loss 
to the Trojans.
“Our bench didn’t give us 
much at all. 25-0,” head coach 
Ken McDonald told the Bowling 
Green Daily News. “You’re not 
going to win a lot of games with 
that.”
Four of the Toppers (17-8, 
11-3 Sun Belt Conference East 
Division) five starters played 
30-plus minutes against the 
Trojans (17-10, 12-3 Sun Belt 
East), with the fifth, sophomore 
forward Sergio Kerusch, playing 
29.
Western’s starters were the 
lone supplier of offense in the 
game. The bench only took one 
shot, coming from freshman 
guard Dejan Cvoro.
The team’s lack of depth 
has been an issue all season. 
Of Western’s current reserves, 
only three average double-
figure minutes. One of those, 
Cvoro, has started 10 games 
this season.
Over the past three games, 
only junior guard Anthony 
Sally has played more than 12 
minutes off the bench in any 
contest.
Despite the lack of depth, 
Western’s offense thrived. 
Western shot 50 percent in 
both halves, finishing 32-for-64 
in the game hitting 14 three-
pointers. 
Despite it all, the game was 
close throughout, with 11 lead 
changes and seven ties.
“I felt a little fatigued, but 
I’m an older guy and I have 
to fight through that,” junior 
guard A.J. Slaughter told the 
Daily News. “I had about three 
possessions in a row where I 
just made bad decisions.”
Slaughter and senior guard 
Orlando Mendez-Valdez each 
had a team-high 20 points. 
Junior forward Jeremy Evans 
and Sergio Kerusch scored 15 
points each. Sophomore forward 





Depth issues catch up to Tops, lose to Trojans
If you walk into the Powell 
Natatorium on a Monday 
afternoon at the beginning of 
Western’s swim practices, you 
usually see people in the water 
doing their workouts.
Yesterday before stretching, 
Western’s men’s and women’s 
swim teams were laying on the 
pool deck quiet, still, calm and 
relaxed.
Both teams participated 
in a visualization session 
before getting practice started. 
Swimmers visualized what 
they have to do this weekend 
when they travel to Nashville 
for the Sun Belt Conference 
Championships this week.
After a season of preparation, 
head coach Bruce Marchionda 
still has concerns, but they’re 
minimal.
“When you get to your final 
meet of the season you want 
everything to go perfectly,” 
Marchionda said. “The little 
things start to mean something 
real big to you.”
The men’s team is trying to 
win back the title which they 
last won in 2007.  The Toppers 
go into this week with only one 
loss in the season and have high 
expectations.
“Everybody is excited and 
happy,” senior Mike Podbielski 
said. “Everybody is in a good 
mood. We’re not too nervous 
and we’re more relaxed. 
Nobody is uptight and it’s more 
of a relaxed atmosphere, which 
is good.” 
The Lady Toppers on the 
other hand are looking to defend 
their Sun Belt Conference 
Championship and are also 
putting their perfect season on 
the line.
“Winning it last year gets us 
excited and gives us confidence 
going into Sun Belt,” senior 
Marissa Heebner said. “We’re 
nervous. But it is a positive 
nervous. We’re itching to get 
down there. We’ve been really 
fast in practice. We were trying 
on our L-Z-R (laser swim) suits 
on and everyone looks really 
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Jeff Baynham, manager for advancement 
services at the Craig Alumni Center recently got 
an e-mail from his friend Cort Basham.
Baynham said the e-mail was a page and a 
half long laying out what to expect as Baynham, 
Basham and about six others prepare for the 
South Central Kentucky Selection Simulation 
Project or SCKySSiP.
The simulation is the brain child of Basham, 
the university experience instructor and 1999 
graduate of Western, who has been following 
college basketball closely and more specifically 
the process of selecting the tournament field, for 
about 10 years.
Basham is the organizer for the SCKySSiP, 
an event that he hosts at his house. As the NCAA 
Tournament nears, he and the other simulation 
participants will exchange plenty of e-mails and 
thoughts on teams looking to make the NCAA 
Tournament.
“(The simulation) forces you to watch a lot of 
college basketball,” Baynham said. “And there’s 
nothing wrong with that.”
For the last six years, Basham has edited 
thebracketboard.com, a Web site devoted to 
everything NCAA Tournament, at-large bids, 
Cinderellas and the Ratings Percentage Index.
Basham was part of a mock committee that 
collegerpi.com editor Jerry Palm organized in 
2002.
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Instructor will host mock selection next month
A bracket-ful mind
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University Experience Instructor Cort Basham enjoys studying brackets to further understand why which teams make it to the NcAA 
tournament. 
